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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY 

WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


2 9 December 1950 


MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT 

SUBJECT: Projecting Electronic lay 


As indicated in my memorandum of 11 December 
1950, the matter of the "Projecting Electronic Ray" 
has been discussed with the inventor and examined 
by representatives of this Agency. During this 
discussion, it was noted that the invention was 
considered by Army Ordnance and the National In- 
ventors' Council several times during tie period 
1936 to 1942, and was found to be infeasible and 
of no interest to the United States 'Government. 

My representatives concur with these findings. 




JL 



WALTER I:i. SMITH 
Director 
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tmmmm rm* the psesotb, x 

SUBJECT', projecting fpkctrorrlc Raj 


jyp requested in your m^msrandura of ? December 195?# the 
matter of the Projecting Electronic RaV* indented by Mr. Arthur 
W» warfth ynt, has been discussed with Mr. Tells Tlodgett Priest 
and with his associates^ and has been thoroughly examined by 
ay organization. 


It has also 
by the J*ay 0r< 
Maws faring the 
taterwt to the , 



found that the invention was considered 
and the National Inventors*’ ComibU several 
od 1936 to 1912 and was found to be of no 
.ted States Govarmeht. 


k thorough osejasiimtion of past records and of the material 
ytted by ®*» ^RTChant convinced my* men that there is no 
fition, or co it ud-ta ents at ttd.s tine. 1 therefore 
® matter ^ofed said have iiffltructed tliie Agency to 
material stqpplied by Messrs'. Mar chant and Triest. 
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nmmsim imi the ossidemt 

./ 

SUBJECT ; Brogeeting Electronic Say 


As requested in your zmaorandum of 7 lecesber 1950, the 
setter of the Irejectlng Electronic R«y, invented by Mr. Arthur 
W, Merchant, has been discussed with Mr. Welle Blodgett Priest 
end Kith his associates, and has been thoroughly examined by ay 
organisation. 

Hie idea of the Say was original jy offeree to the United 
States Government in 1936, and was the subject of an xnvestiga- 
t toaal contract, of 9 Msy 1 936, between the Army Ordnance and 
the Merchant Associates, Ins. the contract was terminated on 
8 October 1937, due to failure of the inventor to fulfill his 
contractual obligations. 


the matter was reviewed by the Arsy Ordnance in 1937, upon 
• recommendation of Mr. James Roosevelt, and in 1930 as the 
resist of an inquiry by Senator H. C. Lodge, Jr. In 19h0 the 
JsattKT was reopened by an offer of the inventor to modify the 
fesaie idea for use as an "airplane detector." In all cases, 

Any Ordnance reviews failed to find valid reasons for a positive 
action. 

Marly in 19142 the same basic; idea was submitted to the 
Rational Inventors Council which requested technical informtion 
necessary for evaluation. This information, was not supplied and 
project or -. ^on... 

A careful e xa min a tion of all material submitted by Mr. 
Merchant aadnf the pertinent recqrds aau files of the Army 
Ordnance an$ the National Inventors Council lead W ®uu to 
conclude t^iat Mr. Merchant's ideas do .not merit ,any immediate 
ecmaaitinehts by the United states Government. I .have, therefore, 
instructed the Agency to return to Messrs.’ Mar chant and idlest 
all material supplied by them, and to consider the matter closed. 


/ 
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